[Immunohistochemical detection of hepatitis C virus antigen from hepatocellular carcinoma].
To investigate the infection of HCV and the expression of HCV antigen (HCAg) in HCC, immunohistochemical protocol was performed on tumorous liver tissues from 40 patients with HCC to detect HCAg and hepatitis B virus surface antigen (HBsAg) simultaneously. The results showed that the positive rates for HCAg and HBsAg were 17.5% (7/40) and 70% (28/40) respectively. HBsAg and HCAg were simultaneously detected in six of 40 cases and only one case had HCAg positive alone in the liver tumorous tissue. The positive signals were localized in diffuse cytoplasm of hepatocytes and the positively stained cells were mainly distributed in local pattern. The results suggested that HCV infection did exist in some cases of HCC, so HCV might be a viral risk factor in addition to HBV in the genesis of HCC in China.